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Quartettsatz	“ Perilla” 	takes	its	name	from	the	perilla	plant,	a
staple	in	Korean	cuisine	whose	seeds,	leaves,	and	oils	are	used	in
everyday	dishes	across	the	country.	Perilla	carries	a	distinct	nutty
fragrance	that	often	evokes	memories	of	home,	childhood,	and	rural
life.	Its	scent,	for	many,	recalls	the	quiet	rhythms	of	the	countryside
and	a	feeling	of	distant	familiarity.	

This	string	quartet	reflects	the	tension	between	that	imagined
simplicity	of	country	life	and	the	reality	of	modern	urban	life.	It
begins	with	gestures	that	nod	toward	Korean	folk	material	but	soon
slips	away	from	them.	This	musical	instability	mirrors	the	emotional
dissonance	between	a	romanticized	longing	for	peace	and	the
persistent	pressure	of	urban	survival.	

Rather	than	offering	a	pastoral	escape,	Perilla	explores	the	fragile
line	between	memory	and	reality—the	pull	of	nostalgia	in	conflict
with	the	momentum	of	the	present.
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